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There are many people who are never 
easy unless they are attending some reli- 
cious assembly ; hearing a sermon, a lec- 
jure, ora prayer ; going about to all kinds 
of missionary meetings, and all sorts of 
clerical conventions ; receiving exhorta- 
tions, and perhaps making them ; listening 
to the recital of experiences, and then in 
turn veciting their own ; crowding round 
a show of Cherokee children, or conver- 
sing with a convert from New-Zealand ; 
never easy, im fact unless while they are 
trespassing on their real duties, by the 
truitless performance of imaginary ones. 
They must have the bell of the meeting 
house rung every other day, and the doors 
of the school-house open every other 
night; but their own house may take care 
ofitself. ‘Phe Choctaw youth must be 
attended to, it would be a sin to neglect 
them; butin the mean time their own off- 
spring are running wild, and making rapid 
advances towards a state of barbarism, or, 
which ts still worse, by being obliged to 
go through the same round of, to them, 
insuflerably tedious ceremonies, are imbi- 
bing a fatal distaste for religion itself, 
which they will perhaps never get over as 
long as they live. 

| am quite ready to allow thata large 
portion of such people are sincere in 
these practices, and that they go to mee- 
ting every day in the week with the best 
and most serious motives in the world.— 
Without, at present, saying any thing of 
the erroneous views of this portion, I in- 
‘end to take some notice of another, equal- 
ly as large, whose conduct is not so pure- 
ly actuated, and to enumerate some of the 
worldly and selfish motives, which, I have 
every reason to believe, enter into, and 
alloy, their perpetual attention to religious 
forms and exercises. In doing this I shall 
not merely propose, unless I greatly de- 
ceive myself, a captious and groundless 
theory, but shall draw my inferences and 
Statements from what I have myself re- 
marked of the characters of those persons 
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who are wonderfully busy and punctual 
in every spiritual observance, commanded 
and not commanded, especially the latter, 
without being at all more virtuous or pi- 
ous, so far as | could see, than their neigh- 
bors. 

I am pretty confident then, that the mo- 
tives of vanity have considerable influ- 
ence over this class of devotees. It is not 
enough that they are seen in the house of 
worship one day in seven. Every body 
else is seen there too, and they are not 
noticed in the crowd. “This gives them 
no distinction—they have nothing to do— 
people are on that day assembled together 
to worship God, and not to talk about 
themselves ; and there isno opportunity 
to exercise any particular gifts, or show 
off any remarkable graces. Neither can 
they, on the Sunday, expect to obtain any 
special attention from the clergyman, nor 
hold any discussions with the elders, or 
deacons, or heads of the parish, but are 
compelled to go home in the returning 
throng of men, women, and children, and 
pass their thresholds in quietness, and _ sit 
down to their Bibles in silence, and, if pos- 
sible, with humility. This will not do at 
all; there is no relish, no savour, in it ; 
nothing to lift up the hearts of little men, 
or satisfy the greedy self consequence of 
bustling and insignificant women. But at 
a conference meeting, a prayer meeting, 
or an inquiry meeting, held by a select 
number,at an unusual season, or in an un- 
usual place, the scene ts reversed, ard 
they can make themselves of some impor- 
tance. The spell of silence is taken off, 
and they can display their acquirements 
and their acuteness, and can handle the 
most knotty points of divinity without the 
least symptom of fear or modesty, and 
can measure their spiritual growth with 
much apparent meekness, and confess the 
vileness of their nature, and the enormity 
of theirsins, with much real pride, and 
while they are calling themselves worms, 
mean all the time that they are the chosen 
of God’s creatures. ‘‘ In the multitude of 
dreams, and many words,”’ says the wise 


mete ae 


AN Mt SO Ew 
me « 


Bat 
ie 










































































































-— a 
ae ree ae ss 


‘*there are also divers vanities.’ “— 
lt is no small thine for these, who could 
never have hoped for disitnetion in any 
other way, to be accounted in their neigh- 
boruood cunning expounders of Scripture, 
or astonishingly giited in prayer, or fear- 
ful wrestlers with Satan. And even if 
they do not happen to possess any great 
uow of words, or 
knowledge, they can at least be gratitiec 
by the personal attentions of the minister, 
and gain considerable credit for unusual 
piety, and remarkable absorpition in hea- 
venly things. Now in the concerns of life 
vanity is bad enough, bat what shail we 
say of those whointrodace it into their 
religion, and before the presence of God ! 
And are there not many such ? 

Another motive with anumber of these 
constant frequenters of religious meetings, 
isa love of excitement, change, novelty. 
‘That same restlessness 
of temperament, which is the root of all 
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gious ¥ariefy ; for what is the spirit and 


essence of dissipation of any kind, but a 
perpetual desire ef tinding that pleasure 
edbroad, which cannot be found, or which 
cannot be felt, at home ? And where is 
the mighty difference between the dissi- 
pation of the charch, or the conventicle, 
wal the dissipation of the ball room, the 
theatre or the tea-table ? I confess that 
i see very little. Many of these who 
now run alter every preacher, and are 
profuse of their presence at every praver 
u:eeting,are the very people, who, engaged 
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by objects of anotherclassywould be seen 
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For my own part | 
latter kind of dissipation to the 
| would much rather hear flip- 
pancy discussing (rippery, than quoting 
scripture. T would hsten with infinitely 
more complacency to a knot of triflers crit- 
ne the 
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Sn ate 
watering place, than in appointing a mic- 
sien to the Indies. But folly would hard 
ly be folly, iit always kept within its own 
proper department ; and therefore amonr 
the rest of its excuYsions, it has intruded 
into the domains of religion ; and there j; 
walks about with a demure gait and , 
lengthened face.—which are circumstan. 
ces, by the bye, that prove it to bea strap. 
ger—but still with the same heart, and the 
same disposition, and the same spirit, with 
which tt danced among the vanities in the 
haunts of worldly pleasure, and jomedd 
its voice to the wild chorus of merriment 
and riot. 

A third motive ts the idea which many 
ntertam, that there is a positive merit in 


| attending reiigious meetings, apart from 


the instruction which they nay aflord.—— 
They imagine that this scrupulous apd in- 
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tepdance will atone for other 
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negligences, and fill up some ugly blanks 
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in their morai Geportment ; and that there- 
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iore itis a prudent thing for them to com- 
pound tor duties with ceremonies, and di- 
vert the scrutiny of conscience and of 
Heaven from the snbstanee to the sha- 
dow of picty. And they sit hour after 
honr, and join in the various exercises of 
devotion, in the hope ef divesting them- 
! of anxiety which in 
spite of themselves lies heavily on thei 
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minds, and of compromising a question be- 
tween holiness and the forms of holiness, 
winch in trath, admits of no compromise 
They cherish a deception, and a self-de- 
ception; and they will not be undeceive 
because their prejudices oppose all ration: 
vl views of the real objects» of worship, 
their hopes urge them to pur- 
2 reutine of observances, which s$¢ 
cheaply es their fears. 

le are always going to charch, 
conference, because they 
se to do—that is to say, 
becausé there is nothing else that they 
will do—tor if we were disposed to doall 
our duty we should never lack employ- 
ment. They teel their time lying like a 
weight upon them, and they go and throw 
it off in a meeting house, because they 
can get rid of it there, not only without 
rey roach, but with some credit. d hey 
roam from a prayer-meeting to ananquiry 
meeting, and frem one pulpit to another, 
to wear away the hours, and bring about 
sleeping time. They are spiritual idlers, 
whe, to be sure, may as well be at church 
as lolling at home or sauntering 1 the 
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streets, but who are by no means to be 
particu! arly commended for making reli- | 

cion a pretence for their laziness. 

Such are some of the motives which 
aive rise to outside devotion. No per- 
son of observation will deny their exist- 
ence and influence; and no person of 
ood sense will clatm ‘for them any desert. 
But | have allowed that others are actua- 
ted by purer motives. | am sure that 
very many of those who so assiduously 
wait on the various assemblies and exer- 
cises connected with religion, do so from 
the pera that they are engaged ina 
high and actual duty, and are performing 
what is well pleasing in the sight of God. 
However much | may respect the feelings 
of such persons—ancd | do most sincerely 
respect them——! cannot but kament their 
erroneous views,and:{ cannot give up my 

onvidtion that their Condbiet proceeds 
from mistaken impressions. 

‘They entertain the idea as it seems to 
me,that they cannot be properly religious, 
nor perform the proper acts of religion, 
except when they are attending on its sta- 
ted ministrations. They are not aware 

hat religion he es oe fire-side as. well ; 


the altar, and leads us to the latter, pring | 
eipally that we may be taught to es timate. | 
the 0) s and dis ‘haree the dutie 2S of the 
former. ‘They divorce religion from 

rality, and devotion from holiness with- 
out considering that they are only beauti- 


falinunion. ‘lhey see not by giving too 
inuch time to the means of grace they may 
neglect their end, and sin against God in 
the house of God. The eye of heaven 
rests as complacently on the family circle, 
as on the congregation of worshippers ; 
and the congregation have worshipped | 

vain, if they do not return better fathers 
and mothers,sons and daughters, husbands 
and wives, brothers and sisters, than they 
went; and worse than in vain, # while 
Joining in prayer, or listening to an exhor- 
tation, their domestic arr angements have 
been disturbed, and the beings who depen- 
ded on their care have suffered for the 
want of it. The duties which are nearest 
to us,are those which are to be first dischar- 
ged ; the persons who are immediately 
connected with us have the earliest an‘ 
the strongest claims on our attention, for 
if we do not attend to them, who will? 
and why did God place them under our 
protection, or give them a right to our 
service, if he did not mean that we should 
protect and serye them? ‘There is one 
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day ln seven set apart for public \ wors ip. 
Is it not enough ? W ho shall ask Him whe 
appointed the Sabbath, why he cid no 
ordain its more frequent recurrence ? 
lizs eiough. It is enough for public in- 
struction and social devotion. Let funi- 
ly or private prayer, and reading of ~ 
Bible that fountain of religious knowledg: 
complete religious discipline. . If two ser- 
mons on the Sund: iy together with our own 
devotion and meditations, and the use of 
the Scripture, are net enough to regulate 
eur conduct for the rest of the week, ei- 
ther the sermons are ve ry miserable, or 
our memories are very short, or our un- 
derstandings are very shallow, or our 
hearts are very cold. 

I always suspect the religion which leads 
people too eften from home. There must 
necessarily ‘be in it a de ficiency of reason 
or of feeling, or a super rabundence of pre- 
tence and form. I mean not to disparage 
ihe institution of public and social religion. 
I delight to see a villige pointed out by its 
spire. 1 delight to hear the voice of 
praise filling the house of God. 1 de- 
licht to behold those who enjoy the bles- 
sings of Christianity, endeavoring to dif- 
fuse them by every suitable means in ev- 
ery possible place. But I hate to see a 
man leaving his business or trade, (o be in- 
structed in the doctrine of total depravity, 
or to talk solemn fustian himself; and ] 
hate to see a woman take all her rel_jon 
to church or conventicle, and let her uwn 
house burn up, if it will, with every thing 
in it, while she is dissolvi ng in tears af 
some shocking story about the Hiadoe 
widows who burn themselves. —Oh! ly 
will we not make religion the unreserved 
and smiling companion of our hearts and 
our homes and our duties, instead of fore- 
ing her to be the object of formal and m3 
terious and lifeless ceremony.—Uni. Mis. 

[Serecren. | 
MAHOMET. 

ts the history of this arch-impostor is 
but little known in this country, we have 
collected from various authorities, for the 
information of our readers a, brief, and, 
sve believe, authentic account of his ev entfu 1 
life, with a notice of the rise und progress 
of his system 0 of religion. The authorities 
on which the statements are made, cre the 

Abbe de Bouffers, Mr. Anderson, un Amer- 
‘ean traveller, and an account of the life of 
Mahomet, prefixed to the tragedy that hears 


hes name. 
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570, in Mecca, a city of Arabia. 
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‘ . 1 a 
Mahomet, the son of a Pagan and a Jew- | subdued through fear. Ile felt the neces. 
ess, was born in the year of our Lord | sity of adding imposture to tyranny, 


i or. 


His par- | der to strengthen his empire, and he syo. 


ents were of the very dregs of the people, gested a system of religion that assured to 


and their poverty prevented their supplying 
him with an education. His childhood was 
consequently neglected, and the only things 
he in all probability acquired—the fruits of 
wretchedness—were abstemiousness and 
vigour of body. While Mahomet was yet 
in his youth, his parents died, and he was 
placed under the guardianship of an uncle, 
who employed him to go with his cara- 
vans from Mecca to damascus. The dai- 
ly wants to which the poor are subject, or- 
dinarily leave but little time for retlection; 
consequently there is not much food for 
the passions ; notwithstanding every thing 
in active minds serves as a stimulant to in- 
flame the feelings. A fortunate circum- 
stance placed Mahemetin a rich Arabian 
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merchant’s house, and he dying, Mahomet | 
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at the age of 
ow. By this marriage he suddenly be- 
caine possessor of immense wealth, which 
his master had left. 


The seeds of ambition with which he 


years, married his wid- | 
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had been born sprang up in his heart, on | 


obtaining this unexpected fortune. At 
first he only proposed to aggrandize him- 


self; but the spirit of conquest having | 


seized him, he was chiefly anxious to ful- | 


fil this desire ; however, they both seem- 
ed to be worthy his pursuit, and he studi- 
eu every way to accomplish his ends.-— 
Treason, perfidy, murders, sacrilege, and 
robbery of every description, excited in 
him no remorse. He viewed them as a 
greedy conquerer. Ile trampled upon 
justice and humanity, regarding them only 


him the blind obedtence of the people 
whom he had conquered. To accomplish 
his purpose, he employed an heretical Jo. 
cobite,a true Nestorian Monk, and a Jow 
to assist him in writing his Koran, a most 
extraordinary composition, full of absurd 
and sublime ideas, mixed together without 
order or methou. By this disorder and 
irregularity, he flattered himself the di. 
vinity of his mission would be established. 
The prophetic enthusiasm—the obscurity 
of his writings—their want of connexion 
—the miracles with which this extraor. 
ary compilation abounds, procuced aston. 
ishment in the vulgar, and contributed to 
excite belief in the imposition, and pres- 
ently to a firm reliance that the impostor 
himself was a Prophet, sent from the 
Most High, to deelare to man the true 
worship he owed the Deity. No sooner 
was the supposed prophet followed, and 
his creed accepted by the poor and igno- 
rant than, like most innovators, he was ac- 
cusedof profanation by the rich and the 
wise.—To escape the punishment of the 
enraged senate at Mecca, he. took refuge 
in Medina; there he first established his 
temporal, as well as spiritual power, and 
taught that his doctrines were to be enfor- 
ced by the sword. The co-operators in 


| his religious imposture might have expos 


ambition : in order to have no witness of 


as the offsprings of weak and timid minds, | 


which not being capable of great or ele- 
vated undertakings, are sensible to pity on- 
ly because they feel how they themselves 
needsupport: He put himself at the head 
of a band of robbers, by whose aid he 
ravaged Arabia; the expectation of booty 
increased his banditti, and daily bis do- 
minions enlarged ; his success spread ter- 
ror around, and very soon he became mas- 
ter of an immense extent of country.-—— 


Mecca, and all the Jewish Arabs, were | 


the first who experienced the cruel pro- 


gress of the unpostor’s faith. In vanquish. | 


ing all Arabia, twice he besieged the city 
of his birth-place, some years elapsing 
between the attacks. But arms alone 
were not sufficient for the preservation of 


ed it, and ruined all the hopes of this as- 
piring man, and destroyed the very foun- 
dations of this monstrous building, bad he 
not soon sacrificed them to his IMpious 


his infernal. plot, be bad all those who 
were confidents in his projects, cruelty 
massacred. Thus freed from any inquie- 
tudes on that head, he gave full play toev- 
ery kind of excess.—His power daily 1n- 
creased ; he employed arms, eloquence, 
and artifice, for the purpose of extending 
his empire ; and he carried his imposition 
so faras to pretend that an angel dictated 
to him the oracles ofthe All Powerful under 
the semblance of a doye, he having a bird 
of that kind generally upon his shoulder. 
—The epilepsy to which he was_sulyect, 
contributed to increase the belief in his 
pretended mission. He easily pers¥ 
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his power over a people whom he had ' he wrought before their eyes, that at be 
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sicht of the angel Gabriel, he tell into ecs- 
racies which occasioned those convulsions; 
while, in truth, they preceeded from the 
disease. This ingenious deception was it- 
self productive of most of his disciples ; 
and he carried it to the very last. Per- 
ceiving his end approaching, he dictated 
the last chapter of the Alcoramas tho he 
were inspired by God, and when about dy- 
ing he said, ** he was going to repose in 
the arms of the Eternal.” 

Itis very seldom that ilinustrious deyas- 
tators are deficient in courage and intre- 
pidity when danger menaces them, or 
that they are wanting in firmness when 
reverses of fortune assail them. These 
in themselves are estimable qualifications 
when ennobled by principle, but they on- 
ly serve to increase the criminality of him 
who degrades them by the purposes he 
employs. Mahomet, it cannot be disput- 
ed, possessed these qualities in a very em- 
inent degree : for without them he cer- 
tunly never could have attained to the 
height of power he ultimately reached, 
altho he had only to fight against ard per- 
suade a race of people who were deeply 
buried in ignorance and superstition. 

The dogmas of religion which Mahom- 
et established, gave him an absolute pow- 
er over the people, and had they not ren- 
dered to hima blind obedience, they would 
have considered themselves guilty of a 
heavy crime. ‘The profound ignorance 
inwhich he kept them, contributed much 
fo make them subservient to his wishes. 
Ilence arose that arbitrary and despotic 
power which has produced to Mahomet 
and his successors the riches, the lives, 
and honor of their subjects, or rather their 
slaves, springing merely from the will or 
caprice of their soyereign.—The people, 
entirely given up to the pleasures of the 
Senses, and plunged into voluptuousness, 
have no other delight than in these ener- 
vating gratifications ; even death itself is 
not painful to contemplate, since they an- 
ticipate the possession of celestial beau- 
ties hereafter, if they are obedient to the 
laws of their legislator. This flattering 
expectation, united with a firm belief in 
predestination, gives to thema degree of 
boldnes which no other nation possesses, 
and almost makes them unconquerable.— 
Every thing tended to favor the imposi- 
tion, and Mahomet neglected no means to 
secure a belief in his doctrines, and to ren- 
der his power unlimited. 

Mahomet taught his followers ‘ that he 
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who forgives an injury does well, but he 
who revenges it does better.” His ree 
son for inculcating this revengeful doctrine 
was, that a constant reco!lection of injuries 
would in time make them more carefu| 
in committing them, and thus advance mo- 
Confucious, the Chinese philoso- 
pher, inculeated more rational precepts : 
** Acknowledge,” said he, ‘thy benefits 
by the return of other benefits, but never 
revenge injuries.”’ **Do not to another 
what you would not have done unto yon.” 
These pure maxims were inculeated by 
Confucious, upwards of five hundre: 
years before the Chirstian era. 

One of the most celebrated wonders of 
the East is the suspension of Mahomet’s 
coffin by the atiraction of magnets. The 
following description of this curiosity is 
from the pen of Mr. Anderson, who vis- 
ited the sepulchre in 1804. ‘ The vault 
isin Medina, and situated contiguous to 
the grand Mosque, through which, ancl 
two inferior buildings, termed majets, the 
passage leads to the vault, the entrance 
into which ts'by a small door or aperture, 
arched at top, in a stone wail seven or 
eight feet thick. The vault inside is 
round, likewise arched at the top, tho oc- 
tagon withont ; the size in the Interior a- 
bout nine feet wide, and ten or eleven 
feet high, without aperture to admit light ; 
the loss of which is supplied by lamps 
which are constantly burning. At the top 
of the dome or arch is inserted a dove 
colored stone or slab of marble, into which 
is inserted another stone of dark brown- 
ish hue, round, about seven or eight inch- 
es in diameter, and probably eighteen 
inches in length, projecting downvwards.— 
At the centre of the floor, which is of stone, 
there is a pile of marble tables or slabs, a- 
bout eighteen or twenty inches square, 


and two feet high, into the top of one or 


which is inserted a similar stone to the 
one just described as at the top, projecting 
downwards ;-——its diameter, however, 
does not exceed three inches. [From the 
stone at the top projects, onthe right and 
left, two rods apparently of tron, extend- 
ing to the side walls, at their extreme 
height, where the arch springs, thence 
down the side walls to about midway, 
where it curves off towards the centre-oi 
the whole space inside the vault. At the 
end of these rods are bulbs resembling a 
four pound shot, black or dark brown, but 
not rusty ; between these four points, but 
detached from all, stands erect,a box or 
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Coffin; fourfectanda half long, by 16 
Inches square, how thick or of wh:t metal 
Mr. A. does not pretend to say, but thinks 
it not improbable it is steel washed with 
some composiion, as its appearance was 
white, but not polished. At either end of 


} 
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the coffin or box, wasa half round bulb | 


of asimilar appearance to those on the 
ends of the rods. The ends of the rods, 
come not immediately opposite to the cen- 
ire of the coffin, but somewhat below it.”’ 
Mr. A. passed his sword at either side of 
the coilin, which sensibly vibrated as_ the 
stecl approached it. 
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do the Rev. Caarles Finney. 
Srri,—Notwithstanding the inestimable 
privileges of civil and religious liberty with 
which the Almighty has been pleased to 
distineuish our highly favored country ; 
ait aa eNwAr m4 ans » or th cond 
yet cyery man is accountame for the per- 
version of his privileges, the abuse of 
his fellow creatures, or the injury he may 
4i6 to Society. ‘The rules of civiliiv, the 
Feqtirements of morality, the maxims otf 


philosophy, and the precepis of religi 


, 


a4} {i shail - ray + nvird 1” in the riohte 
wid or: iil aA US im | thus Upon alit 46> ts4= 
possessiohs, Prrsors or characters of or: 


fellow creatures. Man may as well ai- 


° . , >. 
, mpt to anja bate + - rse. as to (!1&- 
‘ 
nect himselt surrounding intel 
‘ €sfCe stial me’ ‘ s ta P,bliblag ‘ ij- 
. ? ate 47 4 
eoenctes : nimseii tron ne eter- 
, ' 
’ } ' ' - ™~. 
noi! r — wh — 
) } ' i ia a‘ ‘ i = iTé 
t ’ 
; i ] ' mty Oi if} part DY alt 
ae : é . ai } ~* . 
Hsstonary Society, who. through your in- 
‘ 77 ; 
es , : wip 
miu nentainiy ] ! ‘ I ii% seni! 7 Tf) = 
e 2 ’ , ’ 
el of ete ) if Li ' in rhe cf 7 ste —_— 


- 


. ; e . . . 
? ~~ ~ ‘* tans . n > oe aca . 
Phrouch vour thundering denunciations o! 
‘ 


ve vincweclive. unceasing, veneeance ot the 


- 


Almighty, I understand you have saceeed- 


‘ d Te producing acreat commotion in cer- 


=—_ ’ -oR on 08 ‘ii. eel 
fain nerzhborh OOS Wilh ths vnty. and 


have made many proselyics. Turther- 
more, | am informed, from a source whiich 
is entitled to the fullest confidence, that 
you have recently mide the following 


‘ 
? . 7? wae ee 
ace NO VN f et Lion 
, ’ ? , ij 
/ — ‘ a » wel te 
i { » i/ e aaetrh reset aii decd ‘ 


arse ; that 
s country ; 
that I do not believe what fp he: and that 
I told you I did not believe what I preached.” 
As to the first of the above statements, it 


: : Ma | : anc. 
Ss evidently too rude and contemptible | the periormance of this P 


even for repetition, except for the purpose 
of exhibiting a specimen of your wii 


|] 
i 


re 
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»rudence -— decorum while Speaking of 
eligion, and especially of a reliciane 
ponent. y ofa religuags Op- 
With respect to my wickedness, | ¢ 
say, I do not profess sriiless perfection sn 
since 1{ Is not in your power to name 


} 


1 a Sin- 
gle wicked or immoral action which ] 


have 


_done ; why should you have the tmpry 


dence to make such a rash declaration ’ 
? lam as wicked as you pretend, Why am 

not confined, instead of being permitted 
to dwell in the midst of society ? * Judop 
not that ye be not jadged. For with wha: 


judgment ye judge, ye shail be judged. 


and with what measure ye mete it shall 
be measured to you again.” Were | dis. 
posed te measure back to you, that which 
you have attempted to mete out to me ; | 
could name fucts which would cause you 
to crimson with shame; but I sp2re you, 
Be advised Sir, to recollect the old acaze, 


ryt ; . . = 
aad 1 nse trho } - > oliass hie uses } ld ] 
ji ca fi ée vt Bt. tUUICS, SOUL be 
— | , ** 
careful how they throw stones!” 


r ™ 7. . . 
What you have said about my stating to 
you that Ido noi belteve what I preach, js 
absolutely false 9 male L0uS and slanderous. 


Chis vou, sir, must know. Do you think 


the canse of truth can be proin ited vy false. 
no more successful meth- 

r the doctrine of wanrversul 

. its advocates’ 

in vour bi read thas : “‘4ll liars,” 
without any exception) “*shall have’’ (not 
mp have ,* tin the lake that bur- 


eth with iad brimstone, which ts the 
th.” Rev. 21. 8. This lake 


second dea 

Gt fire t bris e you believe to be the 
place of endless torture which God has 
prepared for the wicked. Fyrom these 
premises, it is just as certain that you will 
be endlessly muscrable, as it is that your 


sentiments are true!!! 

i hereby demand of you, sir, that rep 
r tron which is in your power to render, 
viz. such an acknowledgment as would be 
consistent with the character of a man ant 
achristion. Hf you fail to do this, the ds 
erace O11 % ilfud ind micalicvous slunder shal 
for ever re upon your head. 

Be assured, sir, that if I hawe stated any 


statements concerning me. viz.: “That [) thing incorrectly to your disadvantage, | 


| has been waintentional, and shall beumme- 


| diately correéted. It gives me great pan 


sc labeler: et 
‘ ‘ - dime we “ ee en see pee, 


to be obliced thus to address you. But 
conceiving it to be dune to vou, to mysell, 
Y . Lhaye not shrunk from! 
inful daty- 
Mav the frantic fary»ef fanaticssm 
done awev from your mind by thellight® 


end to communils 




















acne ee 





ive of heaven. May the wisdom of God | 
muide you in every duty, and restore you 
to the path of rectitude. May the grace 
of God and the consolations of his spirit be 
abundantly yours, through Jesus Christ 
the saviour of sinners. 
Yours with due respect, 
| PITT MORSE. 
p.S. If you are subject to paroxisms of | 
susanity, you are altogether excusable, and | 
no acknowledgment nor apology, other | 
‘han a statement of this fact, is required. 
Yours, &c. 


| 
| 
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SOULS IN FETTERS. 

There are some noble souls imprisoned 
in heir infancy, within the pale of a par- 
ticular clan, or narrow tribe, and they 
inust never dare to think beyond those | 
limits. What shameful bars are laid in 
the way, to obstruct the progress of knowl- 
edge, and the growth of the intellectual 
world! Generous sentiments are stifled, 
and forbid to be born, lest the parent of 
them, who perhaps belongs to one sect, 
should be suspected of too much intimacy 
with another: and a thousand brave and | 
‘ree thoughts are crushed to death in the | 
very bud, lest they should look like the | 
oflspring of a foreign trie, when they ap- 
pear in open light. 

What a wretched influence names, and | 
sects. and parties have upon the common- | 
wealth of christianity ! we hardly dare be- | 
weve ourselves, when we have tound out 
a truth, if our ancestors did not believe it 
O where shall that city stand whose 
habitants shall traffic in intellectual treas- 
ures, and set forth all their new improve- 
ments and acquisitions in open day-light, 
without the danger of public penalty or 
reproach? Where shall that happy race 
ve born, who shall see truth with an unbi? | 
wssed soul, and shall speak it freely to | 
mankind, without the fear of parties, or 
ihe odium of singularity ? When shall the 
golden age arise, in which every rich gen- | 
lus shall produce his brightest sentiments 
to the honor of God, and to the general | 
profit of men, and yet stand exempted from 
common slander? When shall the sacred 
Mines of scripture be digged yet el 
than ever, and the hidden riches thereof 
be brought out of their long obscurity, to | 

| 


| 
| 
rm 
| 
| 


too: 


adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour ?— 
U that these dark and stormy days of party 
and prejudice were rolled away ; that men 
would once give leaye to their fellow 
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christians to spell out some ancient and un- 
known glories of the person of Christ, 
which are contained in scripture,: and to 
unfold some hidden wonders of his gospel ! 
The wisest of men know yet but in part ; 
and it is always possible to grow wiser, at 
least on this side heaven ; but public prej- 
udice is a friend to darkness ; nor could 
ignorance and error, without this shield, 
have defended their thrones so long, a- 
mong creatures of reason, under the light 
of divine sun beams. 

To avert this evil, the first direction is 
to distinguish between words and things. 
The greatest danger is in the sacred sci- 
ence of theology, where settled terms and 
phrases have been pronounced divine and 
orthodox, which yet have had no meaning 
inthem. The scholastic divinity farnish- 
eth with numerous instances of this folly. 
For many ages, all truth, and all heresy 
have been determined by such senseless 
tests, and by words without ideas; such 
Shibboleths as these, have decided the see- 
ular fates of men ; and bishopricks or burn- 
ings, mitres or faggots, have been the re- 
wards of different persons, according as 
they have pronounced them. ‘To despise 
them, to doubt or deny them, was torture 
and deata. 

Another direction is, to be very careful 
in examining all propositions that pretend 
to the honor of being general principles, 
and not without evidence toadmit into this 
rank mere matters of common fame, or 
commonly received opinions ; 10, nor the 
ceneral determinations of the learned ; or 
the established articles of any church or 
nation; for there are many learned pre- 
sumptions, many svnodical and national 
mistakes, many established falsehoods, as 
well as many vulgar errors wherein multi- 
tudes of men have followed one another 
for whole ages, almost blindfold. It is of 
great importance tor every man to b= care- 
ful that these general principles are just 
and trae ; for one error may lead into thou- 
sands, which will naturally follow, if once 
a leading faschood be admitted.—W arrs, 





REPENTANCE 

Is enjoined on all. intelligent: beings to 
whom the gospel is addressed, because all 
men possess attachments, which are more 
or less strong, as they value the object, ot 
their affections. 

The terrestrial object on which om 
strongest affections are placed, becomes an 


idol, engrosses our attention, diverts our 
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14 HERALD OF SALVATION, 
minds from the path of devout contempla- 
tion, and claims that homage of the heart, 
which is due only to God. Hence the 
gospel enjoins the duty of repentance ; or 
‘‘iurning from idols to serve the living 
God.” Itdoes not consist in merely neg- 
lecting to pay adoration or religious hom- 
age to an inferior object ; but it compre- 
hends the duty of serving our Creator. 

In whatever respect we deviate from the 
path ia which divine wisdom hath enjoined 
us to walk, we depart from the service of 
our Maker, and need the exercise of re- 
pentance to establish our hearts with con- 
fidence in the favor of God. 

That repentance which is produced by 
the fear of eternal torture, will be likely 
to operate ina way of forced obedience, 
like Pharaoh’s of old, without producing 
any genuine conformity of heart to the | 
srecepts of love, however ‘it may abound | 4.4)... oe : 
fa en ceremonies, professions and | ee doubting, trembling soul, 
\ prayers. But repentance which is exci- | ae ee ee 
‘ ted by a sense of divine goodness, and the | But brighter siill in trath’s fair page, 
equity of the government of Gad, removes | Do his perfections shine ; 
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Creation, Providence und Grace 


When we survey the earth and 
With all their various tribes, 
Where pow’r and wisdom’s 
n § great dec 
The land and flood divides mt 


We read our Maker’s glorious name 
In matchless skill display’d ; : 
Where works of wonder speak his fame 
By pow’r and wisdom made, 
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All beings, his paternal care, 
His love and goodness prove, 
Through all the earth, the seas, the air 
Where countless myriads move, ~~ 
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His great compassion crowns the whole, 
With favors rich and free ; 










tiie fear of misery and wretchedness which Where love and grace, through ev'ry ae 
torments the mind, and causes the heart to Are known, through ev’ry clime. 
nbound with love, which ‘‘is the fulfilling | There Jesus cheers the drooping mind 
oi the law.’ ‘The first, therefore, is legal With love’s celestial charms: : 
répentance ; the second is evangelical. _ And there each weary soul shall find 
The external conformity which is pro- A refuge in his arms. 
duced by legal repentance, will be likely 
to continue as long as the fear which exci- 
ted it continues in the mind, and no longer. 
Bat the fruits of evangelical repentance, 
whith are gratitude and love to God, and 
charity to man, cherish the virtues of faith 
| mid hope, and diffuse a lasting influence 
ee * through the thoughts and actions of life, 
j . arid regulate the teinper and feelings of the 
~ heart. 












His grace shall reign through ev’ry land, 
Till darkness flees away : 

Each knee shall bow at his command; 
And ev’ry heart obey. 
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Then shall he be with glory crown’d, 
While wisdom bears the sway ; 
And ev’ry soul with love abound, 
In that immortal day. D, 
The importance, therefore, of evangel- Another New Publication, devoted tothe 
ical repentance is perfectly-obyious. Nor | cause of Universal grace.—We have re 
should we for amoinent indalge the thought | ceived the two first Nos. of a new peri 
that once repenting, is stfficient for a whole | odical work entitled the Christan _ 
life: But repentance 1s absolutely neces- | scope, published at Providence (I. I.) et 
sary and esséntial to our happiness, as of- ited by Rev. Davin PickeriNe. 
ten as we depart from the precepts of the 
Lonp.—-Christian Telescope. 
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DIED.—At Le Ray’s Ville on the 24th 
inst. Mrs. Harriet Clark, wife of Mr. Je 


; John Bunyan’s Indie: ment.--“JohnBun- | son Clark, aged about 20 yA of edit 
yin hath devlishly and perniciously ab- | death society has been beret o 


ol : : ; ati arents 0! 
viained from coming to church to hear di- | brightest ornaments, doating pa icted 
vine service, and is a customary uphold- 


an affectionate daughter, and a aon 
‘ , jable comp" 
er of several unlawful meetings and con- | husband of a tender werenees | 
venticles to the disturbance and distretion | !0n. [Com aa 
of the good subjects of this kingdom, con- | puBLISHED SEMI-MONTHLY AT Aah ‘ 
trary tothe law of our sovereign Lord nN. ¥. AT $1 OO PER ANN: PA 
Owy © 23 . ° . S . rARD PRINTER: 
and King.’’ On this indictment he was ADVANCE. W. WOODWARD? 
imprisoned 12 years and 6 months. ,; 
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